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This is required for university applications, and as a basis for any apprenticeship or job applications so needs to be completed by ALL students.  (replace ‘course’ for ‘job’ if non-university). 
Deadline: Monday 21st July 2025 (printed copy). 




GUIDANCE: 
Personal statements are basically you explaining why the university should offer you a place on their course (or an employer offer you a position). It is an opportunity to showcase your passion and research, and explain why you want to study this course, or work for this company / job role.   
You need to write confidently, concisely and accurately.  NO spelling or punctuation mistakes so please ask someone to proof read before you submit. 
· 4,000 characters including spaces (this cannot be exceeded).  
· Minimum 350 characters per section. 
IMPORTANT: The use of AI
Your personal statement must be your own work, and universities and employers will screen these to check and will not process applications from students deemed to have ‘cheated’. For this reason, you will have to verify that your PS hasn’t been copied or provided by another source including AI software.  We will also check in school, and will not submit your application if we feel that your personal statement is not your own work. 
However, UCAS do recognise the value of AI in supporting, as outlined below: 
1. To brainstorm some ideas about topics that are relevant to your chosen subject / job role and which you can then relate to your own personal experiences and opinions, and to list skills that are relevant to the course you are applying for to allow you to think about how your talents align. 
2. Support with structuring your personal statement (although UCAS ‘personal statement builder’ may be more helpful – see link below).
3. To check readability. ChatGTP, or similar, may suggest ways to rephrase sentences or make them more concise whilst still maintaining their meaning. 
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RESOURCES: 
1. UCAS personal statement building support
https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/writing-personal-statement/personal-statement-builder?check_logged_in=1 
2. UCAS 2026 personal statement guides 
These provide some guidance for subject areas. https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university/writing-your-personal-statement/2026-personal-statement-guides
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _GoBack]PLANNING: (your final draft will be electronic)
	Why do you want to study this course/ apply for this job?
Show your passion and knowledge for your chosen subject. It lets universities and colleges and employers know why you’re a good fit.













	How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course or job role?
Talk about the skills you’ve developed in your education, and how they’ll help you succeed.














	What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these experiences useful?
Reflect on any other activities or personal experiences outside the classroom that make you suited to the course or job role. 
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Top tip

Students can use the 4,000 character count limit

across all answers in any way they choose, and the
amount they write for each question can vary
depending on their chosen course or experience.
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@ QUESTION-SPECIFIC TIPS:

Q1: Why do you want to study this
course or subject?

‘Showcase passion: Clearly artculate
‘what excites you about the subjectand
how your inerest has evolved.

Align with career goals: Explain how the.
ourse s ino your future aspirations.

‘Share personal experiences: Inciude.
relevant experences that sparked or
Purtured yourinterest. You can also
highight responsbiities that have honed
your tme management, leadership,or
protiensoling abilties

Q2: How have your qualifications and
‘studies prepared you for this course?

Link skils to suecess: Highight specific
skils gained fom your academic journey.
that are pertinent to the course.

Highlight achievements:
Discuss academic accomplishments
and how they ve readied you for
university-evel stucy.

Reflect on learing: Explain how
particular subjecs or projects have:
deepened your interest and preparedness.

3: What else have you done to
prepare outside of education, and
‘why are these experiences useful?

Include super-curricular activities:
Mention elevant actites ke work
experience,volunteering, or related
hobbies.

Demonstrate transferable skils:
Highiight skils gained rom parttme jobs
or extra-curiculars,such as leadership o
teammork.

Personal relevance: Choose experiences
that are meaningful and demonstate
commitment tothe subject. You can also
Share how you've navigated firancial,
famital,or environmental obstacies.

Repetiion: Ensure each section offers
new insights without overlapping
informaton,

‘Overloading skills: Focus ona fow key.
skills with evidence rather than isting
many without depth.

(Q M

Proofread: Eirminate speling and
‘orammar errrs. Consider
mutiple reviews.

‘Seek feedback: Get input rom teachers
o advisors who know you well

Ensure relevance: Every pont should
support why youe an ideal candidate for
the course.

| Emphasise academics: Dve deep 0
challenging pojects or coursework that
showcase your dedication.

) Hihllght transferabl skills: Discus=
skils ained from classroom experiences
o parttime work.

) Share personal
growth: Reflect
onovercoming
challenges or
engaging in
independent
learring,
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Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course or
subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these
experiences useful?
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Top tip

Students shouldn't agonise over which section to
include information in; the important thing is that

it's included as the statement will be reviewed as a
whole.
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Top tip
The three sections will be reviewed as one by

universities and colleges, so ensure students aren't
repeating information across their answers.
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Top tip

Advise students not to waste characters on listing
qualifications and subjects. Focus on giving
examples depth and context in relation to students'
chosen courses. Try the PEEL Method - Point,
Evidence, Explain, Link.





