Assessment at Key Stage 3 - Abbeyfield School
At Abbeyfield we have developed a ‘Mastery Curriculum’ at key stage 3. We assess students’
progress throughout the key stage using a bespoke assessment system that clearly informs us
about what our students can do. This curriculum has been mapped in line with government
expectations and uses a robust assessment procedure to monitor progress.
The intention with the curriculum is to map students learning from Year 7-9 to ensure students
are stretched and challenged and ready to start a package of GCSE courses at the end of
year 9. The curriculum has a much stronger focus on developing skills in learners as well as
ensuring mastery of key knowledge in all subjects.
To assess students accurately against key skills and knowledge we have introduced the
language of:
•
•
•
•

Developing
Secure
Mastery
Excel
This language is key to creating a system that supports the assessment of work and
conversations between teacher and pupil about a student’s competency with relation to the
identified key skills and knowledge for a particular unit within a subject.
The intention is not to simply create a tracking system but to facilitate a language that can be
used in the classroom with students. This helps to create a challenging environment in which
students are clear about their competencies with core knowledge and skills.
This system is underpinned by the use of statements (commonly referred to as ‘I can’ language)
which subject areas have created. These will support the assessment process whilst also
informing students of what being secure with a skill looks like and what you need to be able to
do in order to master a skill or key topic. By tracking skills and knowledge, we will be able to
give a clear and detailed picture of what students can do & what they understand in each
subject area. In order to distinguish between a student at the top end of each criteria we have
introduced a “+” sub description. This means that for a student working solidly at a secure level
with a couple of mastery criteria achieved they will be assessed as Secure+.
At Abbeyfield we want students to be able to progress through each Year group working
towards aspirational target grades which will stand them in good stead for further education
and the world of work. The chart below details how a student can progress through each Year
and how our assessments in Key Stage 3 match up against GCSE criteria.

A Mapped Curriculum
In order to assess effectively, subject areas at Abbeyfield School have mapped a new curriculum for
Year 7 through to 9. This mapped curriculum ensures that students are being given the
opportunities to develop the key skills and acquire the essential knowledge to prepare them to start
a GCSE course at the beginning of Year 10 in any of the subject areas they follow in Year 7.
It is these key skills and knowledge that are assessed against the Secure & Mastery Language. Below you
will see examples from English and Computing demonstrating the key milestones students need to
achieve in order to be working at a certain level of achievement.
The emphasis with the new curriculum has been to raise the importance of a skills based curriculum
where students are being prepared to meet key milestones at the end of academic years and KS3 to
prepare them for the potential to study the same subject at GCSE.
Subject areas have identified from the various skills and topics that they need to cover, those that
they will use to form the basis of the assessments and to which the language of secure/mastery will be
applied.

